
211

Federal Acquisition Regulation 14.205–1

the solicitation shall specify the elec-
tronic commerce method(s) that bid-
ders may use.

[60 FR 34737, July 3, 1995

14.203 Methods of soliciting bids.

14.203–1 Transmittal to prospective
bidders.

Invitations for bids or presolicitation
notices shall be transmitted as speci-
fied in 14.205, and shall be provided to
others in accordance with 5.102. When a
contracting office is located in the
United States, any solicitation sent to
a prospective bidder located at a for-
eign address shall be sent by electronic
data interchange or international air
mail if security classification permits.

[60 FR 34737, July 3, 1995]

14.203–2 Dissemination of information
concerning invitations for bids.

(a) Procedures concerning display of
invitations for bids in a public place,
information releases to newspapers and
trade journals, paid advertisements,
and synopsizing in the Commerce Busi-
ness Daily are set forth in 5.101 and 5.2.

(b) For procedures that apply to pub-
lishing notices in the Commerce Busi-
ness Daily to determine whether com-
mercial sources are available, as pre-
scribed by OMB Circular A–76, see
5.205(d) and 7.303(b).

[48 FR 42171, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50
FR 1738, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23,
1985; 54 FR 48983, Nov. 28, 1989]

14.203–3 Master solicitation.

(a) Definition. Master solicitation, as
used in this subsection, means a docu-
ment containing special clauses and
provisions that have been identified as
essential for the acquisition of a spe-
cific type of supply or service that is
acquired repetitvely.

(b) Use. The master solicitation is
provided to potential sources who are
requested to retain it for continued and
repetitive use. Individual solicitations
shall reference the date of the current
master solicitation and any changes
thereto. Copies of the master solicita-
tion shall be made available on re-
quest. Cognizant contract administra-

tion activities shall be provided a cur-
rent copy of the master solicitation.

[54 FR 29280, July 11, 1989]

14.204 Records of invitations for bids
and records of bids.

(a) Each contracting office shall re-
tain a record of each invitation that it
issues and each abstract or record of
bids. Contracting officers shall review
and utilize the information available in
connection with subsequent acquisi-
tions of the same or similar items.

(b) The file for each invitation shall
show the distribution that was made
and the date the invitation was issued.
The names and addresses of prospective
bidders who requested the invitation
and were not included on the original
solicitation list shall be added to the
list and made a part of the record.

14.205 Solicitation mailing lists.

14.205–1 Establishment of lists.

(a) Solicitation mailing lists shall be
established by contracting activities to
assure access to adequate sources of
supplies and services. This rule need
not be followed, however, when the re-
quirements of the contracting office
can be obtained through use of sim-
plified acquisition procedures (see part
13); the requirements are nonrecurring;
or electronic commerce methods are
used that transmit solicitations or no-
tices of procurement opportunities
automatically to all interested sources.
Lists may be established as a central
list for use by all contracting offices
within the contracting activity, or as
local lists maintained by each con-
tracting office.

(b) All eligible and qualified concerns
that have submitted solicitation mail-
ing list applications, or that the con-
tracting office considers capable of fill-
ing the requirements of a particular ac-
quisition, shall be placed on the appro-
priate solicitation mailing list. See
also 5.403(b). Planned producers under
the Industrial Preparedness Planning
Program shall be included on lists for
their planned items. Prospective bid-
ders shall be notified that they have
been added to solicitation mailing lists
in accordance with agency procedures.
The issuance of a solicitation within a
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